FRANCIS OF ASSIST
he practices what he preaches. They observe not only
his sincerity, humility, and kindliness, but his abound-
ing joy. Here is a life in striking contrast to that of
the luxurious clergy and nobles and rich burghers.
Francis carries into his mission a life wholly dedi-
cated to the Christ whom he serves. He is one of
those God-intoxicated fools who first confound, then
persuade the wise. When men call him a fool, he
gladly admits it and rejoices that he has been made
humble before the all-loving God. When men beat
him, as some of them do, he praises God that he, a
poor sinner, is thought worthy to share the sufferings
of Christ. When he has nowhere to shelter himself
from the weather, he remembers that the Son of Man
had no place to lay his head. When life smiles upon
him and sends him friends or sets his feet among the
beauties of nature, he sings in praise of the goodness
of his Creator. And day after day he preaches his
gospel of repentance and the new way of life where
peace is found through humility, poverty, and love.
What can men do about such a person but flee from
him or believe him?
He Founds His Order. Many do believe. Of these
not a few give away all their possessions and join
him. He is about twenty-seven years of age when he
begins his itinerant lay preaching. By the time he is
twenty-right the number who have joined themselves
to him as brothers under his spiritual leadership has
grown to eleven. They are a motley crew. Some have